
Announcements

OFFICER MEETINGS
Deacons – Sunday, Apr. 14, at 8:30 A.M.
Elders – Tuesday, Apr. 9, at 6:00 P.M.
LADIES BIBLE STUDY
Tuesdays at 10:00 A.M. in the church library.
CHURCH BREAKFAST
Our church breakfast will be served on Sunday, April 14, beginning at 9:00.  Come join us for great food and fellowship!
MEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Fridays at 6:30 A.M. and 12 Noon
SPECIAL THANKS
Thank you to all who gave of their time to pray, donate, and serve at the Easter celebration for New Haven. (Phil. 1:4)
BAPTISM
Asher Storment, son of Ben and Avis Storment, received the sacrament of baptism on Sunday, March 10.
Also, Charlotte Jane Boatner, daughter of John and Chloe Boatner, received the sacrament of baptism on Sunday, March 24.
SYMPATHY
Sympathy is extended to Bill Young and his family in the loss of his daughter, SuAnne.
NEW MEMBERS
We gladly welcome Sam, Katherine, and Nita Hardin who united with our church family on Sunday, March 17.
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
There will be a congregational meeting following the morning worship service on April 14 for the purpose of amending the budget.
GOOD SAMARITAN SUNDAY
Donations, non-perishable food items, and/or clothing for Good Samaritan are received the second Sunday of each month.  
ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION SERVICE
Join us this Sunday, April 7, beginning at 5:00 P.M. for a time of worship and celebration as Stephen is ordained and installed as our pastor. A reception will be held following the service in the CAC.
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THE WEEKS OF APRIL 7 – MAY 4, 2024


Sunday 
  9:30 AM
Sunday School

10:30 AM
Morning Worship
  

Wednesday 


  7:00 AM
Youth Prayer Breakfast 
  6:00 PM
Supper 
  6:30 PM
Prayer Meeting
  7:00 PM
Adult Choir Practice
When we are helpless, we are best-placed to learn true faith.

At the beginning of Judges 6, the people of Israel once again “did what was evil in the sight of the LORD” (v 1). They had trapped themselves in a recurring cycle of rebellion and repentance, slow to learn and quick to forget that their difficult circumstances were often related to their disobedience. Ultimately, the Israelites struggled to understand that God would allow them to come to a place where their only response would be to cry out for help so that He could bring them into communion with Himself, for His glory and their good. He does this for us today, too, working out His purposes in the lives of those who know themselves to be helpless. It is those who know they are “poor in spirit,” not those who think they are sufficient in themselves, to whom Jesus promises the kingdom (Matthew 5:3).

Some of us mistakenly believe that if we just follow Jesus, everything will always fall into line. Deep down, we think that God will always and immediately intervene to remove hardship. When God doesn’t answer our prayers how or when we want, we wonder if we can still trust that He knows best. Perhaps you are in that place today.

Repeatedly throughout Scripture, God promises to come to our aid when we ask: “The sun shall not strike you by day, nor the moon by night. The LORD will keep you from all evil; he will keep your life. The LORD will keep your going out and your coming in from this time forth and forevermore” (Psalm 121:6-8). These are guarantees of God’s word. Yet the way in which He fulfills such promises is often along rocky terrain, amid dark valleys, and in uncomfortable waiting rooms.

When God interceded with His people in Judges, He turned them back to His word, convicting them. The prophet, speaking the very words of God, reminded the Israelites of what they needed to know: “I led you up from Egypt and brought you out of the house of slavery … I said to you, ‘I am the LORD your God …’ But you have not obeyed my voice” (Judges 6:8, 10). But then, in a little twist of the tale, just when we anticipate God’s judgment, we read instead that “the angel of the LORD appeared” with these words of mercy: “The LORD is with you” (v 12).

Where would we be if God gave to us the judgment that we deserve instead of demonstrating His mercy day by day? He did not give the people of Israel what they deserved, nor has He done so with you and me. God’s mercy and grace know no end. But in His goodness, He often uses the hard things in our lives to teach us that He is all we need. The removal of a good thing causes pain but can also bring us to cry out to God and find in Him our strength and peace and hope. Cry out to Him for help, filled with the hope that the God who hears you truly knows what is best. The Lord is with you!

                                                                                                                 --Alistair Begg
General Information

FOLLOW US!
Website:  newalbanypresbyterian.com
Facebook:  facebook.com/newalbanyarp
Instagram:  newalbany.arp
Email:  napresch@gmail.com
USHER DUTY FOR APRIL
Braxton Dowdy
Tim Ewing
Sam Cobb
SANCTUARY FLOWERS
4/7 – Ewing/Murry family
4/14 – Ellis family
4/21 – Vicki Harmon
4/28 – Open
ELDER AT THE DOOR
4/7 – Al Campbell
4/14 – Bradley Littlejohn
4/21 – Robby Hall
4/28 – Don Nichols
WEEKLY STEWARDSHIP STATISTICS  (March 17)
General Fund
$4,889.00
Total
$4,889.00

AM - 136
Collections for March 24
General Fund
$6,662.00     

Wednesday supper
395.00
Music Fund
250.00
Total
$7,307.00
AM - 140
BIRTHDAY GREETINGS TO:
Betty Maclin
April 7
Nita Hardin
9
John Bennett Crumby
11
Steven Saul
11
Willow Williams
11
Hailee Rutledge
13
Nancy Ellis
13
Caroline Baldwyn
16
Gwyn Pennebaker
21
John Tate
24
Ben Storment
May 2
Sara Stephens
2
Haywood Sanders
2
Ava Covington
3
Rickey Jordan 
3
Connie Pennebaker
4
Forrest Crumby
4
MEMORY VERSE





And because of Him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification and redemption, so that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”    (1 Corinthians 1:30-31)                     








